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V nedéli 25. ervna 1950 ve ¢tyfi hodiny rano vyrazila armada Korejské lidové
demokratické republiky k utoku na svého jizniho souseda, Korejskou republiku.
Tézce vyzbrojeni severokorejci méli drtivou prevahu. Americké jednotky se

z Koreje stahly jiz o rok drive a USA poskytly armadeé Jizni Koreje jen lehkou

vyzbroj a prakticky zadné letectvo.

Po druhé svétové valce se Mustangy P-51D/K staly standardnim stihacim le-
tounem USAAF. V roce 1948, kratce po vzniku amerického letectva coby samo-
statné slozky ozbrojenych sil USA (18. zafi 1947), doSlo k pFeznaceni na F-51.
Mustangy slouZily po celém svété, ale postupné je u jednotek nahrazovaly vy-
konnéj$i proudové letouny. Platilo to také pro jednotky dislokované v Japonsku,
které v dobé severokorejského (toku dokon¢ily prezbrojeni na proudovou tech-
niku. Nové letouny byly sice rychlejsi, ale postradaly dolet Mustangil, coZ byl
pfi iderech provadénych z japonskych zakladen problém. Napriklad vzdalenost
z Itazuke, kde sidlila 8th FBG, do Soulu je pfes 600 km. To znamenalo, Ze F-80
mohly nad cilem stravit jen nékolik minut bojové ¢innosti, neZ se musely otocit
k névratu.

Kromé vySe zminéné 8th FBG byly v Japonsku dislokovany i dal$i jednotky: 35th
FIW (Yokota), 49th FBG (Misawa) a 51th FIW (Naha, Okinawa). Vechny byly sou-
¢asti Dalnévychodnich leteckych sil USAF (Far Eastern Air Force - FEAF), které
se skladaly z 5th AF; 13th AF a 20th AF. Velitel FEAF, generalporucik George
E. Stratemeyer, byl v dobé titoku na dovolené, takZe tiha prvnich valeénych roz-
hodnuti leZela na jeho zastupci, generalmajoru Earlu E. Partridgeovi.

Néavrat Mustangu

Jiz od prvnich dnli korejské vélky bylo zfejmé, ze spojenecké sily toho bez
letecké podpory mnoho nezmizou. Jihokorejské letectvo prakticky neexisto-
valo, zatimco Severokoreijci disponovali nejméné 122 bojovymi letouny, véetné
bitevnich 11-10 a stihacich Jak-9. Proudové F-80 nebyly vhodné pro okamZity
pfesun do Koreje, zatimco jejich nedostatecny dolet omezoval bojové operace
z Japonska.

Veleni FEAF proto dospélo k rozhodnuti nasadit Mustangy, které byly schopné
operovat v ndroénych podminkach frontovych leti$t. Dalsim zvaZovanym typem
byl F-47 Thunderbolt, ale tyto letouny jiZ nebyly k dispozici v dostateéném po-
¢tu, zatimco Mustangli bylo v USA jesté stéle okolo 800. V Japonsku se jich ale

nachézelo jiZ jen nékolik desitek, a to zejména na Johnsonové letecké zékladné
(nyni Iruma AB), kde éekaly na demontaZ a sesrotovani. Veleni FEAF je tohoto
osudu svym rozhodnutim uetfilo a zéroveri poZadalo o co nejrychlej$i dodani
dalsich F-51 ze Spojenych stétu. Celkem 79 Mustangli poskytly jednotky Nérodni
gardy a dalSich 66 bylo pfipraveno ze skladli letecké zékladny McClelland.
Letadlova lod’ USS Boxer vyplula z Alamedy v Kalifornii 14. éervence s témito
145 Mustangy na palubé. Pod velenim kapiténa Johna B. Mosse se ji podafilo
zvlddnout cestu do Japonska v rekordnim ase osmi dnt a sedmi hodin.

Projekt Bout One, Dallas Squadron a ROKAF

Na konci ¢ervna byla vem jednotkam 5. letecké armady rozeslana vyzva, ktera
hledala deset pilotti dobrovolnikii, ktefi by v Kareji cvi€ili jihokorejské piloty,
prisluniky ROKAF na letounech F-51a zérovei poskytovali omezenou leteckou
podporu pozemnim sildm OSN. Spolu s nimi se mélo do Koreje pFesunout sto
prisludniku pozemniho personélu. Jednotka byla pojmenavana Bout One a jejim
velitelem se stal major Dean Hess. Vyzbrojeni byli deseti letouny F-51, coz byly
stroje jiz dfive uréené pro vycvik jihokorejskych piloti v Japonsku.

Prvni Mustangy urcené k presunu do Koreje odletély z Japonska 29. éervna od-
poledne a dorazily do Suwonu (zékladna K-13) pravé v dobé, kdy severokorejské
I1-10 zaitoéily na letiété. Béhem nékolika okamzikl byly étyfi Il-10 sestfeleny,
&imz si piloti Mustangi v Koreji otevi‘eli své bojové skdre. A to za piimého do-
hledu vrchniho velitele spojeneckych sil generél Douglase MacArthura, ktery se
v té dobé tcastnil na zékladné Suwon brifinku. DalSich Sest Mustangii s Gerstvé
natfenymi korejskymi znaky se symbolem jin a jang odletélo do Koreje ze za-
kladny Itazuke 2. éervence a pilotovali je vybrani korejéti piloti. S jejich priletem
se Bout One na zékladné Tegu (K-2) zkompletoval a jeho piloti téméF okamZité
zahjili vycvik i bojové operace.

General Stratemeyer rovnéZ nafidil 13. letecké armadé, sidlici na letecké za-
kladné Clark na Filipinskych ostrovech, aby vybrala piloty v ramci 18th FBG,

Cat.No. 11161




Dual Combo 1/48

eduard

Stroje RF-51D od 45th TRS létaly prizkumné mise nad frontovou
oblasti. Zretelné jsou vidét otvory pro kamery.

foto: U.S. Air Force

foto: U.S. Air Force
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Kapitan Daniel ,Chappie” James pfed jednim F-51 od 12th
FBS na zékladné v Taegu. James se pozdéji stal prvnim

afroamerickym ¢tyrhvézdickovym generalem USAF.

Letouny F-51 letky jihoafrického letectva

ktefi donedévna létali na F-51. Z nich byla vytvoFena letka, kterd se stala zna-
mou jako Dallas Squadron. Na zakladné Johnson pro né bylo pFipraveno tficet
Mustangu. Jednalo se o pesledni zbyvajici Mustangy v Japonsku pred pfijezdem
USS Boxer. V Taegu se pak Dallas Squadron spajila s Bout One a vytvorila 51st
FS(P), tedy 51. doéasnou stihaci letku. Do konce Eervence nalétala tato jednotka
celkem 426 bojovych letii a Mustangy si u pozemnich jednotek rychle ziska-
ly dobrou reputaci; general Timberlake napfiklad prohlasil, Ze jeden Mustang
z Taegu je ekvivalentem ¢ty F-80 operujicich z Japonska.

Piloti Mustangl pfitom museli od zaatku &elit mnoha obtiZim. Létali v ne-
znamém terénu, neméli ani potiebné mapy a hlavné jim chybéli kvalifikovani
predsunuti leteéti navod¢i. Vojaci vybrani pro tento Gkol nebyli ani zkuseni, ani
dostateéné kvalifikovani a jejich navadéni mnohdy muZe v kokpitech spig métlo.
Proto byli k pozemnim jednotkdm vysilani pfimo piloti, aby zajistili vétsi pfes-
nost pozemniho navadéni.

Jihokorejéti piloti, vycviéeni v ramci Bout One, pozdgji vytvorili No. 1 Squadron
ROKAF, ktera postupné ziskavala zku$enosti. Je$té pocatkem dubna 1951 méla
jednotka k dispozici pouze osm Mustangl, ale koncem mésice jich bylo jiZ 21
a k letce prichazeli nové vycviceni piloti. V Fijnu 1951 vznikla 10th FG ROKAF,
jejiz sloZeni umoZiiovalo Jihokorejclim operovat samostatné. Prvni takova mise
se uskutecnila 11. Fijna 1951. Po skonceni valky ponechalo USAF v Jizni Koreji
nékolik Mustangli a ROKAF je pouzival az do roku 1957.

Pravidelné jednotky USAF

Prvni standardni jednotkou USAF, ktera se vzdala svych F-80 kviili zpétnému
pFezbrojeni na F-51, byla 40th FIS z 35th FIG. Jeji piloti létali na mise nad Koreou
ze zakladny Johnson aZ do poloviny éervence, kdy se pfesunuli na zakladnu
Pohang, nasledovani 10. srpna 39th FIS (dali slozkou 35th FIG).

V prubghu srpna a zafi 1950 presla na Mustangy také 8th FBG. Do té doby létali
jeji piloti na F-80 a F-51z Japonska. Skupina sloZena z 35th, 36th a 80th FBS
zahéjila své operace z korejského tizemi v Fijnu 1950, v prosinci jiZ oviem zacali
piloti od 8th FBG opét Létat na letounech F-80. Jednotky 49th FBG, tedy Tth, 8th
a 9th FBS zahijily své operace v korejské vlce s letouny F-51a F-80 v éervnu
1950. S F-51 viak létaly jen kratce, brzy se vratily k F-80, které zacaly provo-
zovat ze zékladny Taegu jiz koncem zafi. U 18th FBG byla situace zcela odli$na,
tato skupina si totiz své Mustangy ponechala aZ do ledna 1953. Soucasti 18th
FBG byly 39th FIS, 12th FBS, 67th FBS a také jihoafricka No. 2 Squadron.

Kromé F-51 létajicich na mise pfimé letecké poadpory (CAS) pusobily v Koreji
takeé fotoprizkumné Mustangy. Létala s nimi 45th TRS, jedina slozka 67th TRW,
kterd tyto letouny pouZivala. Pro ozbrojeny vizuélni prizkum pouzivali stan-

KOREA

foto: U.S. Air Force

dardni F-51, pro fotopriizkum pak kamerami vybavené RF-51. Velitel perute,
plukovnik Karl I. Polifka, renomovany priizkumny pilot, zahynul 1. éervence 1951
pfi misi pobliz Kae-songu. Polifkilv F-51 byl zasaZen protiletadlovou palbou, pi-
lotovi se sice podaFilo vyskoCit, ale neoteviel se mu padak...

Mustangy u spojenct

Mustangy byly vybaveny vedle jednotek USAF a ROKAF jesté No. 77 Squadron
RAAF (australska) a No. 2 Squadron SAAF (jihoafricka). No. 77 Squadron byla
soucasti FEAF a méla zakladnu v lwakumé. Australané zahjili svou bojovou
¢innost 3. éervence nestastnym incidentem, kdyZ byli omylem navedeni k (toku
na vlak s jihokorejskymi a americkymi jednotkami. Omyl stal Zivot 28 Korejcli
a jednoho Ameri¢ana. Krétce poté postihly perut dvé velké ztraty. Nejprve za-
hynul 7. éervna S/Ldr Graham Strout, o dva dny pozdéji prisla No. 77 Squadron
béhem napalmového Gtoku na Angang o svého veliciho distojnika W/Cdr Louise
T. Spenceho. Dne 21. tinora 1951 se u No. 77 Squadron objevily prvni Meteory F.8,
které postupné Mustangy nahradily.

No. 2 Squadron SAAF byla zformovana 5. zafi 1950 pod velenim S/Ldr Servaase
van Breda Therona, veterana druhé svétoveé valky, ktery bojoval v Fadach No. 112
Squadron. Jihoafriéti étajici gepardi* se stali soucésti 18th FBW a po provedeni
10 373 bojovych Letti byli koncem roku 1952 prezbrojeni na letouny F-86F.

Nepostradatelny

Mustangy se staly v pocatecnich fazich korejské valky naprosto nepostrada-
telnymi, i kdyZ zdaleka nepredstavovaly idealni letoun pro Utoky na pozemni
cile. Kvili chladiéi umisténému pod trupem a dlouhému vedeni chladici kapaliny
byly mnohem zranitelnéj$i pozemni palbou z ruénich zbrani nez napfiklad F-4U
Corsair nasazené americkou namorni péchotou.

Zranitelnost Mustangu si béhem vélky vybrala krutou dan, v nékterych obdo-
bich predstavovaly F-51 dokonce vice neZ polovinu celkovych leteckych ztrét.
Napfiklad v dubnu 1951 bylo nepFatelskou pozemni palbou sestieleno 13 Shoo-
ting Stard, dva Thunderjety a 25 Mustangu. F-51 byly postupné nahrazeny prou-
dovymi letouny, ale v Fadach ROKAF bojovaly aZ do konce vélky.

Celkem odlétali piloti Mustangt v Koreji 62 607 operacnich letd, shodili 12 909
tun bomb a adpélili 183 034 raket. V bojich bylo ztraceno 341 Mustangu, celkové
ztréty véetné nebojovych doséhly 474 letadel. Na oplatku znicili piloti Mustangli
desitky tisic pozemnich cilli a doséhli také Sestnacti vzdusnych vitézstvi, pfi-
¢emz ve viech pripadech $lo o letouny s pistovymi motory. Kromé toho zniéili
také osm nepratelskych letadel na zemi, podkodili sedm MiGU-15 a zaznamenali
dva pravdépodabné sestrely téchte vykennych proudovych stihacek.
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SOME OF F-51/RF-51 RETAINED WARTIME INTERIOR GREEN COLOR WHILE OTHER AIRCRAFT

GOT OVERALL BLACK FINISH INSTEAD
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A F-51D-30, 45-11705, Lt. Robert H. Dewald, 35" FBS, 8" FBG, Seoul City AB (K-16), Korea, December 1950

8" Fighter Bomber Group (FBG) composed of 35" FBS, 36" FBS and 80" FBS was part of the Japan Occupational Forces operating their F-80 Shooting
Stars in the Western Japan. Its Headquarters was located at Itazuke air base. After the outbreak of war in Korea its aircraft were among the first to take
part in the combat. Due to the Shooting Star short range it was decided to equip two squadrons (35" and 36" FBS) with propeller-driven F-51 Mustang
which started to provide the air support for the ground units fighting in Korea. One of the 35" FBG Mustangs was the aircraft christened Ramblin’ Reck IlI
piloted by Lt. Dewald, who at the beginning of the conflict , flying F-80 shot down a North Korean Il-10 attacking Kimpo air base. On June 5, 1951 this
Mustang met its fate when flying a combat mission was shot down by anti-aircraft fire and crashed into the rice fields near Chinnampo. Its pilot, Capt.
Ronald R. Cree from the 67" FBG did not survive the crash.
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B F-51D-25, 44-73073, Lt. Daniel E. Parr, 12" FBS, 18" FBG, Pusan East AB (K-9), Korea, summer 1951

18" Fghter Bomber Group (FBG), equipped with F-80C and located at Clark air base in Philippines, after the outbreak of fighting transferred to Taegu air
base in the south of Korea. In the same manner as at the 8" FBG its F-80 jets were replaced by propeller-driven F-51 Mustangs which were better suited
for their assigned combat tasks i.e. close air support of the ground units. The noses of the 18" FBG Mustangs were frequently decorated with the shark
mouths and this aircraft, named LIZ PIUS 3 and flown by Lt. Parr followed the custom. 18" FBG Mustangs recognition markings were the propeller spinner,
wingtips and tips of the horizontal and vertical tail surfaces painted in blue color. In 1951this Mustang was handed over to No.2 Squadron SAAF which flew
within 18" FBG as well. On February 20, 1952 this airframe life came to an end when due to the battle damage a South African pilot crashed it upon landing
at Chinhae air base.
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C F-51D-30, 44-74597, Maj. Murrit H. Davis, CO of 39" FIS, 18" FBG, Seoul City AB (K-16), Korea, August 1951

In the summer of 1951, Major Davis, WWII combat veteran having flown P-39 and P-40 with 347" FG in 145 missions, commanded the 39" FIS which was
incorporated into 18" FBG. On August 14, 1951 he flew his 35" mission in Korea. It was a raid on the North Korea capital, Pyongyang, where he together with
another eleven Mustangs executed a devastating napalm attack on the city warehouses. During the attack his Mustang was hit and on the return flight the
engine failed resulting in the aircraft crash killing the pilot. Major Davis flew the Mustang christened SEXY SALLY Il sporting a pin-up girl artwork.
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D F-51D-30, 44-74651, Col. William H. Clark, CO of 18" FBG, Hoengsong AB (K-46), Korea, July 1952

In March 1952 the command of the 18" FBG was assumed by Col. Ernest G. Ford replacing Col. William H. Clark. Ford led the unit until January 1,1953. His
Mustang is attractive due to its “decoration”, it carries the 18" FBG insignia on the fuselage starboard while the port side sports the insignia of all group’s
units which at that time were 12" FBS, 67" FBS and No. 2 Squadron SAAF. At the same time, behind the US star this aircraft carried three oblique stripes
representing the individual squadrons: red, yellow and orange-white-blue. On July 28, 1953, a day after the armistice, which lasts until today, this aircraft
was handed over to the Korean Republic Air Force.
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E RF-51D-25, 44-84840, Lt. Frank M. Ward, 45" TRS, 67" TRG, Taegu AB (K-2), Korea, July 1951

The only unit flying Mustangs equipped with a camera, currently designated as RF-51, over the Korean peninsula was 45, Tactical Reconnaissance
Squadron. One of its aircraft was the Sweet Lorraine proudly carrying the emblem of the State of California on its nose. The further tactical

reconnaissance for the benefit of UN units was cut short in the case of this Mustang by anti-aircraft fire which forced the pilot, Lt. Ward to bale out. Sweet
Lorraine plunged into the ground near Yongson-Li and exploded.
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F RF-51K-10, 44-12237, Lt. Watts/Lt. Taylor, 45" TRS, 67" TRG, Kimpo AB (K-14), Korea, 1952

The 45" TRS was activated on September 3, 1950 at Itazuke air base in Japan. Its equipment consisted of F-51 and RF-51 versions of Mustang. Together
with 15" TRS (RF-80) and 12" TRS (RB-26) it was under command of 57" TRG led by no one else than Col. Karl I. Polifka, the leading USAF expert on aerial
reconnaissance. The reconnaissance Mustangs escorted by the standard Mustang fighters initially flew out of Komaki air base in Japan. Once the situation
and airport equipment permitted in March 1951 they transferred to the Korean peninsula. First to Taegu air base and in August of the same year to Kimpo air
base from where it operated until the end of hostilities. One of the 45" TRS aircraft nicknamed Polka Dot thanks to its colorful markings on the propeller
spinner, wingtips and tail surfaces was this Mustang named Punkin. Under its windshield it carried the symbols of ten reconnaissance missions. Its career
was ended on the last day of 1952 by the anti-aircraft fire near Singo-san. It also cut short the life of its pilot...
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G RF-51D-25, 44-84837, Lt. Grover J. Isbell, 45" TRS, 67" TRG, Kimpo AB (K-14), Korea, 1952

This Mustang, christened Little Lynn, proudly carries more than hundred little camera symbols representing the completed missions during the Korean
War. It was flown by Dallas, Texas native, and a WWII veteran Lt. Grover Jim Isbell. The Korean War was not the last conflict he participated in. He also
National Guard in 154" TRS.

fought in Vietnam and retired as Major General. His Mustang survived the Korean War and after the end of hostilities continued to fly with the Arkansas Air
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H F-51D-30, 44-74629, Col. Dean E. Hess, ROKAF, Seoul City AB (K-16), Korea, October 1950

In the beginning of the Korean conflict the South Korean air forces were equipped with communication and training aircraft only. Therefore ten Mustangs
were released for the US stocks and training of selected Korean pilots took place in Japan under the command of Maj. Hess. Under his leadership the unit
designated Bout One transferred back to the Korean peninsula from where the sorties were flown first by the American instructors and then, after their
piloting skills improved, by the Korean pilots. Col. Hess together with LTC Russell L. Blaisdell and S/Sgt Merle Y. Strang organized an airlift to Jeju island
for thousands of Korean orphans fleeing the advancing North Korean and Chinese soldiers aiming to capture Seoul. The Mustang flown in combat by Col.
Hess carried the numeral 18 on the fuselage and the nose was decorated with the Korean inscription “I fly with faith”.
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I F-51D-25, A68-809 (45-11474), W/Cdr Louis T. Spence, CO of No. 77 Squadron RAAF, lwakuni, Japan,

August 1950

After November 1948 No. 77 Squadron equipped with F-51D Mustang was the only Australian unit incorporated into the British Commonwealth
occupation forces and in summer 1950 was preparing to return to Australia. After the outbreak of the war in Korea the unit’s transfer was canceled and
as per General MacArthur’s request attached to 5" AF. No.77 Squadron, led by W/Cdr Lou Spence, flew its first sortie on July 2, 1950 from Iwakuni air base
in Japan. Lou Spence, a WWII veteran with No. 3 Squadron RAAF in North Africa and No. 452 Squadron RAAF commander in Australia, led the unit until
September 9, 1950, when he was killed during the napalm raid on Angang-ni. It remains unclear if the aircraft crashed into the city due to the enemy fire
or pilot's error.
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J P-51D-30, 44-74863, No. 2 ,Flying Cheetahs" Squadron SAAF, Chinhae AB (K-10), Korea, 1952

Another unit operating under the USAF command was No. 2 Squadron SAAF manned by volunteer pilots from South Africa. They arrived in Japan aboard
a ship on November 1,1950 and after a necessary conversion training on P-51the unit led by Commandant Servaas van Bred Theron was incorporated into
the 18" FBG. Until the end of the Korean conflict they flew combat missions in support of the ground troops and to destroy the North Korean and Chinese
logistics. In February 1953 the unit converted to F-86 Sabre jets. During the Korean war No. 2 Squadron SAAF pilots flew 12,067 combat missions which
were mostly the attacks on the ground targets.
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F-6D/K, RF-51 ALUMINIUM LACQUER PAINTED AREAS

OVERHAULED MUSTANGS WERE
OVERPAINTED WITH ALUMINIUM COLOR
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F-6D/K, RF-51 STENCILING POSITIONS
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